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which I shall return later, I believe this theory to be
wholly mistaken.
Economic injustice is perhaps the most obvious evil of
our present system. It would be utterly absurd to main-
tain that the men who inherit great wealth deserve better
of the community than those who have to work for their
living. I am not prepared to maintain that economic
justice requires an exactly equal income for everybody.
Some kinds of work require a larger income for efficiency
than others do; but there is economic injustice as soon as
a man has more than his share, unless it is because his
efficiency in his work requires it, or as a reward for some
definite service. But this point is so obvious that it needs
no elaboration.
The modern growth of monopolies in the shape of
trusts, cartels, federations of employers and so on has
greatly increased the power of the capitalist to levy toll on
the community. This tendency will not cease of itself, but
only through definite action on the part of those who do not
profit by the capitalist regime. Unfortunately the distinc-
tion between the proletariat and the capitalist is not so
sharp as it was in the minds of socialist theorizers. Trade
unions have funds in various securities; friendly societies
are large capitalists; and many individuals eke out their
wages by invested savings. All this increases the difficulty
of any clear-cut radical change in our economic system.
But it does not diminish the desirability of such a
change.
Such a system as that suggested by the French syndi-
calists, in which each trade would be self-governing and
completely independent, without the control of any